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Hospitals or of Ward Sisters or of Nurses.
At present they can have no such legal recog-
nition of their qualifications in either depart-
ment, as is obtained by sisters who become
school-mistresses, or who are students and
teachers of Art.  That this ought to be re-
medied can hardly admit of doubt; but it
rests with the women of England to decide
whether what is here advocated has their
support as well as their approval.” Miss LEES
clearly approved of the suggestion made by
her distinguished editor, because in detailing
a very elaborate system of examination, which
she recommended for Nurses, she wrote (p. 47),
“If successful she will then receive the 1st or
2nd class medal of a superintendent, and be
registered as such at the school, or, if such re-
gister be legally recognised, at the office of the
General Medical Council.” It need only be
added that Sir HENRY ACLAND was, in 1874,
the president of the General Medical Council
—the body formed by Parliament to super-
vise the education and registration of the
medical men of the United Kingdom ; that
Miss LEES became Mrs. DACRE CRAVEN ;

and that the book in question was dedicated”

to Miss FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE. And there
is reason to believe that the latter lady did not
express her disapproval of the suggestion of
registration, thus publicly made by one old
friend of hers, and adopted by another, nearly
twenty years ago. More than a decade passed
and the subject attracted only academic dis-
cussions at sporadic intervals, until the quick
development of the Nursing profession and
the still more rapid production of Nursing
abuses, compelled the more far-sighted mem-
bers of the calling to consider the necessity of
instituting remedies and reforms. Because, as
Nursing became more popular and its work
more highly appreciated, thousands of women
destitute of all practical knowledge donned
cap and apron and dubbing themselves
“trained, went forth, at considerable profit to
themselves and at equal loss to the sick, to act
as private Nurses. Coincidently, many others,
who were destitute of character or who had
even been imprisoned for theft or even graver
offences, adopted the same #d/, and thus ob-
tained entrance into private houses and into
positions of trust, with the result in too many

The “NURSING RECORD" has a Larger
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cases that they brought fresh disgrace upon
themselves and upon the whole body of
Nurses.

The Hospitals which trained and certificated
Nurses claimed that it was no business of
theirs to control women who had left their
service, and that they had, moreover, no funds
for such a purpose. And, although it was
again and again pointed out to these great
public Institutions that women whom they
had trained and certificated as Nurses were
known to have, by their misconduct, brought
repeated discredit upon their Training
Schools, and danger to the sick, the same
reply was made, and the Hospitals proved
that they were absolutely helpless to shield
themselves or anyone else from a Nurse whom
they had once certificated, however incom-
petent or untrustworthy she might thereafter
prove herself to be. They had no power to
cancel or withdraw Certificates already given;
and, what was more, they refused to take the
slightest steps to protect the public from
possible imposition in the future. Then it
was discovered that a system of forging Cer-
tificates was growing up in different parts of
the country, and that utterly disreputable
people were, by such means, palming them-
selves off on the sick as trustworthy, upon the
reputed testimonial of leading Hospitals in
which they had never worked. Still, the
Hospitals would not move one inch in defence
either of their own good names or of the
public safety. But the scandal became so
grave that, at last, the Matrons of several im-
portant Institutions began to discuss, amongst
themselves, various measures of reform, and
among these, the half-forgotten proposal of
Registration soon took the most prominent
place. Their first idea of this scheme-was
that every Nurse who had a Hospital Cer-
tificate should have it “registered,” so that
the public should be able to learn who
were, and, comparatively, who were not,
properly educated to undertake the care of the
sick. But in 1886, many Hospitals gave no
Certificate at all, and so the idea broadened
into the proposal to register the name of
every woman of good character who had
passed through some definite term of train-
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